
Professional vs Trainee Translators and
Audiodescription:  an exploratory study

on taboo images audiodescribed into
Portuguese



Research question:
Do professionals and
trainees use different
strategies when
audiodescribing  taboo?

Professional
(Netflix & RTP)

Trainee
(FLUL/IPB)

Glória (Pedro Lopes, 2021) Esto es Mexico (Daniela Frutos, 
2016)

Até que a Vida nos Separe 
(Manuel Pureza, 2021)

Manicure (Arman Fayyaz, 2018)

Rabo de Peixe (Augusto Fraga, 
2023)

The Punisher (Adi Shankar, 2012)

Pink (Daniela Frutos, 2021)

XY (Anna Karín Lárusdóttir, 2019)

The Portrait of God (Dylan Clark, 
2022)

94 taboo scenes 63 taboo scenes

Corpus:
• professional – 1138 m
• trainee – 59 m



Ty
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Strategies
Addition

Amplification

Equivalence

Euphemism

Omission

Deletion

Sex

Sex-
heterosexual

Sex-homosexual

Sex-rape

Death and
violence

Death

Crime

Violence

Violence against
women

Nudity

Blood

Religion

Race

(Visual) 
Swearing

Politics

Gender

LGBTIQA+

Women



Tentative conclusions
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Thank you! 

cxavier@edu.ulisboa.pt
claudiam@ipb.pt
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