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In this course, we will consider the recent developments in Northeast Asian culture, focusing 
on South Korea and Japan. 
 
Day 1: What does K-pop say about South Korea? 
 
 John Lie, K-pop, University of California Press, 2015 (Chap. 2) 
 
Day 2: What does J-pop say about Japan? 
 
 John Lie, “Popular Music and Political Economy,” Culture and Empathy, 2019 
 
Day 3: What is distinctive about Japan? 
 
 John Lie, Japan the Sustainable Society, University of California Press, 2021.  
              (Chaps. 5-6) 
 
Day 4: Rethinking Northeast Asia 
 
 John Lie, The Dream of East Asia, Association for Asian Studies, 2018. (Chaps. 1-3) 
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