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BUSHWICK
Population: 112,634  | Surface (Km2): 5.2  |  Popul. Density (inhab/Km2): 21,660

Bushwick is a neighbourhood suffering a huge gentrification processes. It has 
a dominant and longstanding low-income Hispanic community, which is being 
displaced by newcomers. As a result, the neighbourhood is divided in two social 
groups. In this context, under the conditions of economic crisis post-2008, we 
see various struggles for social innovation; efforts to stabilize employment for 
the low-income, action to stem the tide of housing displacement (aggravated by 
stagnant and falling incomes), and struggles to integrate the neighbourhood’s 
major constituencies – to keep the neighbourhood whole, as one Bushwick rather 
than two.
 
Bushwick has not proven easy to deal with gentrification effects. A former 
political machine - engaging the New York State Assemblyman for the area and 
a big traditional non-profit – has constrained any other social initiative. However, 
Bushwick is starting to evolve. It is precisely Bushwick’s community that, through 
building networks and experimenting with new ways of doing, is leading this 
emerging process of social change

SOUTH BRONX
Population: 91,487  | Surface (Km2): 5.7  |  Popul. Density (inhab/Km2): 16,050

The South Bronx is a socially excluded urban area that has significantly improved 
over the last 40 years. It has been revitalized and been transformed from a 
national symbol of urban dystopia into a collection of ordinary working class 
neighbourhoods. However, stigmatization remains a handicap, environmental 
problems have not been adequately addressed, housing is still not affordable for 
many, unemployment is high, the poverty rate remains extreme and access to 
good education is a serious contemporary problem. In the South Bronx, the Great 
Recession hit an area that was already vulnerable, shrouded in a sense of a lack 
of investment. There is a feeling among residents that public authorities have 
failed their community and they believe that public institutions should do more 
for the area.
 
At the same time, though, in recent decades a strong sense of belonging – fostered 
by the ‘we stay’ movement – has helped build up a community with solid ties and 
a powerful organizing capacity. This community has struggled, has influenced 
public policies and has been able to work together with public authorities in order 
to improve the South Bronx. There is a history in the South Bronx of organizations 
and interests banding together.

NOU BARRIS NORD
Population: 14,062  | Surface (Km2): 2.8  |  Popul. Density (inhab/Km2): 5,022

Nou Barris Nord is a segregated urban area that has not overcome its vulnerability. 
It has been hit extremely hard by the effects of the Great Recession. To really 
understand what has happened in the area we should not focus on how the 
crisis has affected it (unemployment, foreclosures and so on) but on how these 
neighbourhoods were transformed prior to the crisis. The real estate bubble 
multiplied its urban segregation as a result of a huge demographic replacement, 
and the poorest population in Barcelona became concentrated in this urban area. 
The social fabric of Nou Barris Nord was fragmented and its social capital declined, 
while civic capacity evolved into a general mistrust and hostility between, on the 
one hand, neighbourhood associations and, on the other, the City Council.

In this context the emergence of socially innovative responses to problems is not 
easy. When initiatives flourish, the lack of coordination and collaboration with 
public authorities hinders their potential social impact. However, we also found 
in Nou Barris Nord a story of struggle based on the neighbourhood’s tradition of 
collective action. Neighbours, neighbourhood associations and other community-
based organizations have clearly responded to recession effects through solidarity 
and resistance.

SANTS
Population: 59,550  | Surface (Km2): 1.7  |  Popul. Density (inhab/Km2): 35,029

Sants is a traditional working-class neighbourhood. With its character of a small town 
within a city, Sants has retained a strong sense of belonging among its residents 
and its social organizations. The area has accumulated the experience of numerous 
historical struggles and an extremely high level of political activism has developed. 
 
Social innovation in Sants is not something new. It is not a response to the post-
recession situation in the area, but rather the result of a tradition of collective action 
from below which is historically rooted, diverse and politicized. Thus, in Sants we 
can see a tradition of cooperativism, self-management and self-organizing. This is 
a tradition of alternative action, flourishing in the local civil society and both distinct 
from the state and outside of the market. After the Great Recession new initiatives 
emerged which have merged old and new grassroots movements and have taken 
advantage of all the knowledge accumulated through older initiatives in the area. 
Moreover, the neighbourhood is home to an economically precarious but culturally 
important class of people; young, well-educated, politicized people with ideas that go 
beyond the mainstream. This class of people is playing a significant role in developing 
some of the social responses.
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Percent Change in Sub-borough 
Area Median Husehold Income, 
2000 to 2011-2013

Decreased 15.0 or More
Decreased 10.0 - 14.9
Decreased 5.0 - 9.9
Little Change (+/- 5.0)
Increased More Than 5.0

Per capita Available Family Income
2014 (Barcelona’s average = 100)

Very high (more than 159)
High (from 126 to 159)
Medium-high (from 100 to 126)
Medium-low (from 79 to 100)
Low (from 63 to 79)
Very low (less than 63)


