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August 15, 2011  

Dear Participants, Speakers, Friends from the Industry and Academia, Professors and Students and also 

significant others and family members who came to the Kansas State University International Rapid 

Methods and Automation in Microbiology Workshop 1980 to 2010:  

Greetings. As you know by now the KSU International Workshop on Rapid Methods and Automation in 

Microbiology 1980 to 2010 has said farewell to the many wonderful colleagues and friends through the 

years who came to the Little Apple to be with us for weeklong educational activities in microbiology. 

Along with participants there were quite a few husbands, wives, significant others, children, and even 

dogs and cats who came to the workshop to join in the fun.  

They were an important part of our total program as well. In the earlier years of our program we had the 

opening reception in our home at 607 Houston Street, Manhattan, Kansas. At times there were a couple 

of hundred people in the reception with great interactions with newly made friends. Catherine and I 

served up international dishes for all to enjoy. We even had a whole hog roast in our backyard and endless 

flow of beverages of all kinds for all ages.  

Catherine, the official hostess, and I even entertained our guests with piano music by playing solos and on 

occasion by playing duets on our two Steinway pianos. Once in a while we even had sing‐a‐longs. It is 

amazing to me that the police never once came to see what was going on as we live in downtown 

Manhattan and made a lot of noise that night!! I think conference staff informed the police that we were 

a well behaved bunch and no need to worry!!  

The picnics in Tuttle Creek Park and Konza Prairie were memorable with lots of food and drinks and 

friendly volleyball games. I was the official Chinese cook. I had a special dish called “One Man Cook and 

Four Man Chew!” (Get it?) One special episode needs to be singled out as it was an outstanding event. 

After one picnic at Tuttle Creek Park everybody was accounted for except Mike. I told the group to go 

back to Manhattan and in the dark I looked for Mike for an hour, worried, but finally gave up. The 

following day I saw Mike in the workshop and asked where he was last night. He smiled and said “I jogged 

back to Manhattan. It was only about 5 to 10 miles!!” I said, “I worried sick about you!! You work for X 

beer company. Yes?” He replied, “Yes.” So from that workshop on we had X beer for all our workshops!!  

Oh yes, we had the talent show after the last banquet toward the end of the workshop. We do have 

talents in our group: pianists, opera singers, humorists, instrumentalists, joke tellers, gymnasts, guitarists, 

magicians, etc., etc., etc. The group even sang a song called “This man called FUNG” I laughed so much 

that I rolled on the dance floor once.  

When I retire, I will sit down and write all the great memories of our wonderful workshop. If you have 

great stories please send me a few and I might just use your stories in my memoir “The Super Kansas 

Micro‐Workshop” and will send that book along with Catherine’s “Me and My World Map” book as a set 

on Christmas Eve 2015. Yes? Have a great life. Think of us once in a while for we think of you always.  

From                   Catherine, and Daniel, Francis, and Maria  

Grandchildren   Dessi (girl), Zlati (boy), Kaya (girl), and Plamen (boy) 



August 15, 2011 

Dear Past Participants: 

I want to thank you for your many years of dedicated participation at the Kansas State University 

International Workshop on Rapid Methods and Automation in Microbiology. You were a very important 

part of the success of our workshop through the years. We hope you enjoyed and learned much from 

interacting with experts and other scientists for a whole week of intensive workshop activities. 

At the beginning of the workshop series we started with a modest number of applicants (10‐20 per year) 

and about 5 to 10 years into the workshop series we had so many applicants (40‐60 per year) that there 

were years we had to put people on waiting lists! In recent years (5‐10 years ago) the scenario has 

changed and we had gradually smaller and smaller number of applications. It became apparent that 

sometime we may have to terminate this world‐renowned workshop.  

The reasons are many, such as the economy, other groups looking at our success started their own similar 

workshops, saturation of workshops in similar general topic, national meetings developed workshops link 

with the meetings, and maybe simply we are running out of steam!!  

Be that as it may, I as the director of the workshop ultimately bear the responsibility, and after much 

contemplation and in consultation with my department head Dr. Ken Odde, our very able coordinator 

Debbie Hagenmaier, and my most loyal co‐worker, Dr. Beth Ann Crozier‐Dodson, I have decided that we 

need to terminate the Workshop series starting in 2011. 

As a famous Chinese Proverb goes “There is no banquet under heaven, no matter how wonderful, that will 

last forever.” So, with this letter I thank you SO MUCH and wish you much success in all you do. I will 

organize “Rapid Reunions” in major meetings at ASM, IFT, IAFP, etc., for those loyal Rapid Scientists to 

have a good time in remembrance of those hot summer days in Manhattan, Kansas when we were all so 

young once upon a time. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Y. C. Fung, MSPH, PhD 

Professor of Food Science and Animal Sciences and Industry, Fellow of ASM, IFT, IAFoST and Developer 

and Director of the KSU Workshop since 1980 



Catherine and Daniel in Honolulu enjoying a dinner in an Indian restaurant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maria, Kaya, Dessi, Zlati, Plamen and Francis Fung in Boston, Massachusetts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Francis, Maria, and family live in Boston, Massachusetts, where Maria is a math 
professor at Worchester State and Francis is with Pegasystems. Grandchildren are 
growing up happily. Zlati is playing the cello with the Junior Repertory Orchestra (2nd 
level) of the Boston Youth Symphony Orchestra. 



Professor, Chef, Pianist • • •
 

By Bryan Goodman 

Being a full-time professor leaves little time for very 
many hobbies. But Daniel Fung, associate professor in 
animal sciences and industry finds time to teach cooking 
classes, play the piano, play badminton and on top of all 
that be a full·time professor. 

Living in the United States for several years has 
Americanized Fung in many ways, but he has tried to hang 
onto some of his heritage and in turn share it with Ameri­
cans. 

One of Fung's favorite pastimes is cooking. He loves 
to cook, especially Chinese food. He enjoys cooking so 
much that he teaches two cooking classes at the Univer­
sity for Man. The two classes that he teaches have very 
catchy names; "Chinese Cooking Without Sweat" and 
"Wok Around the Clock." 

By teaching these courses, I feel that I am sharing a 
part of my life and heritage with America, according to 
Fung. 

When he's not in the kitchen cooking, you might be 
able to find him playing the piano. Fung is an accom­
plished pianist and has played at several small concerts. 

He also enjoys playing sports, especially badminton, 
and was the champion of the graduate division in intramu­
rals at Penn State in 1977. When asked how he accom­
plished it, he replied, "I beat them all." 

While his hobbies take some time, his main thrust is 
in education. 

In 1978, Fung came to K-State as an animal sciences 
and industry professor. He became the chairman of the 
Food Science Graduate Program and is currently serving 
as an associate professor in the department of animal sci­
ences and industry. 

"Dr. Fung is really a good instructor and takes an in­
terest in students," said Marsha McNeil, a graduate stu­
dent studying food microbiology under Fung and working 
towards her Ph.D. degree. 

But more than being a good instructor, Fung takes 
time to help students. 

"He is always there to help you out when you need 
help," said Jennifer Lee, graduate student working under 
Fung for his master's degree. 

Fung has gained an international reputation as a lec­
turer on rapid methods and automation in microbiology 
and has given lectures on this in many foreign countries. 
He has given lectures in Germany, Sweden, Great Britain, 
Czechoslovakia and many places in the United States. 

"I have been in at least 20 different countries giving 
lectures," Fung said. 

The field of education has been good to Fung. But if 
he weren't in education he would probably be an enter­
tainer or a musician. He likes to make people enjoy life. 
One of Fung's favorite entertainers is Johnny Carson. 

Education brought Fung to the United States and 
that's where he plans to stay. 

"I would go back to Hong Kong to visit and give lec­
tures, but America is home now," Fung said . ., 

May 1983 



Inaugural workshop of the Kansas State University International Workshop 
on Rapid Methods and Automation in Microbiology: 1980 or 1981? 

 

"Dear Friends of the KSU Rapid Methods and Automation in Microbiology Workshop: 
Here is a good story‐‐Was the Kansas State University International Workshop on Rapid 

Methods and Automation in Microbiology started in 1980 or 1981?" 
 

by Daniel Y. C. Fung, MSPH, PhD, Creator of the Workshop series in 1980. Professor of Food 
Science and Animal Sciences and Industry, Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas since 1978 
and University Distinguished Professor, Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, Spain since 2006. 

 

Ah, Dear Friends, that is a mystery.  
 

Daniel Y. C. Fung has been working in the field of Rapid Methods since 1967 when he started to generate ideas and methods for 
Miniaturization and Automation for Microbiological Techniques as a young PhD student at Iowa State University from 1967 to 
1969. He completed his PhD degree in less than 2 years and published several refereed journal articles, mainly because of all 
these rapid methods which generated rapid research data for publication!!  
 

He started his teaching career as an Assistant Professor in Microbiology and later as Assistant Director for Administration at 
Pennsylvania State University from 1969 to 1978. He then moved to Kansas State University (KSU) and advanced through the 
ranks to be Professor and Chair of the Food Science Graduate Program in 1985. He also was greatly honored to be appointed as 
a University Distinguished Professor at Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, Spain since 2006. 
 

Fung continued to work on Rapid Methods and Automation in Microbiology and developed many new ideas and systems in the 
process at Kansas State University. As he was progressing in the research he constantly thought of teaching these methods to 
university students and interested scientists. Around 1980 he decided to teach a graduate level University Course on Rapid 
Methods and Automation in Microbiology (KSU Food Sci 713) and started an "experiment" on a workshop format and had 40 
KSU students in the two week academic course. Since a two weeks workshop was too long for industry people to be off their 
work stations to come to the official workshop, he decided to shorten it from Friday to Friday including the weekend. That is 
how we designed the workshop since 1983. That is the reason why some workshop participants can get 2 KSU graduate credits 
if they signed up for the credits and pay the regular tuition for 2 KSU credits + the workshop fees. For KSU graduate students 
they only need to pay the usual 2 graduate credits but they eat so much food and obtained so many benefits that we charged 
them some extra fees for the total course. So that is the history of the workshop series. It started in 1980 as an experiment for 
KSU students only, and after 30 glorious workshops (1981 to 2010, inclusive) the series officially ended. How many scientific 
groups can boast to have conducted such a highly successful microbiology workshop series for 30 long happy years with more 
than 4,000 participants from around the world to spend eight solid days working for about 12 hours per day and learnt so much 
in so a short time!! 
 

However he is very honored and happy that the scientists (Dr. Josep Yuste and Dr. Marta Capellas) at Universitat Autònoma de 
Barcelona, Spain started a similar workshop in Barcelona in 2002 after Dr. Josep Yuste, currently Associate Professor of the 
Spanish University, came to Fung's laboratory for a one year of intensive Post‐Doc training in June 2000. Before he left Fung's 
laboratory he told Fung that he will start a workshop in Spain on the condition that Fung must come to the Spanish workshop as 
a key speaker every year, forever. Fung said to young Josep that he cannot promise 'Forever' but will come to the Spanish 
workshop as long as he can still fly!! So, the Spanish workshop was started in 2002 and now is in its 11 years of success. In a very 
true sense the Workshop in Barcelona is a lovely continuation of the KSU Workshop series into the future.  
 

Sincerely yours, 
 

Daniel Yee Chak Fung, Creator and Director of the KSU workshop from 1980 to 2010 
Professor of Food Science and Animal Sciences and Industry, KSU, 1978 to current 
University Distinguished Professor, Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, 2006 to current 
Fellow of Institute of Food Technologists (IFT) 
Fellow of American Society for Microbiology (ASM) 
Fellow of International Academy of Food Science and Technology (IAFoST) 
Winner of IFT International Award (1997) 
Winner of SIM Waksman Outstanding Educator Award (2001) 
Winner of IAFP Food Safety Award (2012) 
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EDITOR'S CORNER
 

Fellows and Distinguished Fellows 

At the conclusion of the successful 14th International Workshop on Rapid 
Methods and Automation in Microbiology in July 1994 at Kansas State Univer­
sity (KSU), I wuold like to comment on the Fellow and Distinguished Fellow 
programs of the Workshop series. 

The Fellow Program was developed because we believe in nurturing outstand­
ing degree seeking graduate students from around the nation on this important 
topic. The Fellows come to KSU two days before the Workshop to assist us in 
preparing for the Workshop. They participate as full members of the Workshop 
and stay one more day after the Workshop to help us clean up the laboratories. 
These Fellows will learn the cutting edge of food microbiological methods, in­
teract with some of the world's leading microbiologists, work with a large and 
diversified group of applied microbiologists from around the country and, in­
deed, around the world. Since the beginning of the program in 1987 a number 
of Fellows have earned their Ph.D. degrees and are placed in responsible posi­
tions at universities and in industries. 

Fellows of the Workshop 

1987 Fellows 
Marilyn Hattier (LA State University) 
Kathy Richter (University of NE) 

1988 Fellows 
Margie Lee (University of GA) 
Kim Payne (University of TN) 
Elliot Ryser (University of WI) 

1989 Fellows 
Hassan Gourama (University of NE) 
Adela Aguirre (University of TX, El Paso) 

1990 Fellows 
Elaine Berry (University of NE) 

1991 Fellows 
Dianne L. Peters (University of NE) 
W. Payton Pruett, Jr. (Virginia Polytech Institute-State University) 

Journal of Rapid Methods and Automation in Microbiology 3 (1994) v-vi. All Rights Reserved. 
© Copyright 1994 by Food & Nutrition Press, Inc.. Tnvnbull, Connecticut. v 









EDITOR'S CORNER 

20th Gala Anniversary Celebration of the Workshop 
July 2000 

It is a pleasure to report to you that the 19th International Workshop on 
Rapid Methods and Automation in Microbiology held in July 1999 was a 
resounding success with people from more than 10 countries and 30 states who 
came to Manhattan, KS to interact with the scientists and presenters of the latest 
ideas, concepts, instruments and developments in applied microbiology. Even 
the weather cooperated - cool and nice!! 

Now we are planning the 20th anniversary celebration. On July 6, 2000 we 
will have a presentation of medals to special people who have influenced the 
formation and operation of the workshop series since 1981. Then there will be 
the Paul A. Hartman Lecture from a renowned speaker to be selected and then 
a reception with live music and balloons, etc. The official symposium/workshop 
will start on July 7 and runs through July 14. 

In the celebration we will invite 10 Alumnus Fellows to present talks about 
their experiences with rapid methods in their work places. The application form 
for being an Alumnus fellow is printed in this issue of the Journal. 

Preliminary plans of the celebration is also printed for the reader's 
information. You are cordially invited to participate in this very meaningful 20th 
anniversary celebration!! 

DANIEL Y.C. FUNG 

Journal of Rapid Methods and Automation in Microbiology 7 (1999) vi. All Rights Reserved. 
~Copyright 1999 by Food & NUlrition Press. Inc., Trumbull. Connecticur. vi 





















A Tribute to Dr. Daniel Y.C. Fung

Thirteen years ago I came to KSU
To learn about rapid methods in microbiology and all that was new.
At the first night’s reception, I met the infamous Dr. Nelson Cox.
He said, “Becky Brown from VlTEK-we’ll be shipping your liver home in a
box!”
Then came Stan Bailey who promptly labeled Vince Atrache and me
“dunces.”
Dr. Mimi Goldschmidt warned us in her complete automation methodology
lectures she’d tolerate no stunts.

However, it was you and your workshop I’d heard so much acclaim.
Participants came from so many places of personality wild and tame.
By ship, by plane, and even by car
Workshop attendees come from distances near and far.

Twenty years ago you had a spectacular vision
About the fate of microbiology and a soon-to-be collision.
Automation and every kind of rapid method galore
Would change the scope of the microbiology we practice-that's for sure.

Along the way you’ve taught students too numerous to add
From eager-to-learn undergraduates to dedicated grads.
You’ve helped other academics, government, industry and more.
You’re a worldwide ambassador visiting more countries than I can score.

Your lovely family has always provided you support.
We look forward to news of Catherine, Francis and growing family in your
annual report.
Your workshop has helped us make new friends and cherish the old
While we share new ideas about rapid microbiology that are sometimes
novel and quite bold.

Happy 20th Anniversary, Dan-we thank you for what you teach
Your workshop is a small gem and motivates us to reach.
We celebrate you and the workshop and send up big cheers
To our good friend, Dan Fung, dedicated and dear!

595 Anglum Road, Hazelwood, Missouri 63042-2320, USA          Phone: 314/731-8500          800/638-483          Fax: 314/731-8678
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EDITOR'S CORNER 

What a Celebration! 

It is a great pleasure to inform the readers of this Journal that the Gala 20th 
Anniversary Celebration of the International Workshop on Rapid Methods and 
Automation in Microbiology, July 6 to 14,2000 at Kansas State University was a 
complete success when about 150 scientists and friends from 17 countries and 23 
states came to the celebration. Some attended the Mini-Symposium and the 
majority of the participants continued on for the intensive hands-on workshop. It 
was a truly moving experience for the hosts, Daniel Y.C. Fung and Catherine L. 
Fung, who started this workshop series in 198 1. How time flies. In a blink of the 
eyes 20 long years have gone by. So many people, so many memories, so m y  
happenings went through our minds as we listened to reflections by friends and 
colleagues in the opening celebration session. Our eyes were misty in all the 
wonderful words said, all the plaques and presents given, and all the acclaims 
accorded to us by great colleagues and friends. 

Of course, the success of the workshop series is the cumulative efforts of many, 
many people, including: 

Kansas State University officials and administrators 
Colleagues working with me on a daily basis 
KSU Continuing Education Department personnel 
National and international renowned visiting professors and lecturers 
My large and dedicated group of graduate students, research associates, 

helpers, and secretaries 
Diagnostic kit, system, instrument, and equipment related Industry 

Companies 
Participants, students, and guests-since 198 1 more than 2,000 scientists 

have participated in this workshop series from 55 countries and 46 
States. 

Family support. Our son, Francis, was with the workshop from the very 
beginning and participants have seen him grow from a little boy to a 
Ph.D. from Princeton University and now a family man with a loving 
wife, a daughter and a one year old little boy. 

In the 20th Gala celebration we had Cecile Lahellec from France who gave a 
Food Science lecture followed by the Paul A. Hartman Memorial Lecture by Dean 
0. Cliver of UC-Davis. A beautiful gold medallion was struck for the occasion and 
presented to all speakers and participants. The group picture is enclosed to show 
the festivity of the celebration. The following two days we invited 15 past 
participants to give lectures as alumni fellows. It was great to hear the experiences 

Journal of Rapid Methods and Automation in Microbiology 8 (2000) vii-ix. All Rights Reserved. 
'Copyright 2000 by Food & Nutrition Press, Inc., Trumbull, Connecticut. vii 



EDITOR'S CORNER ... 
Vll l  

they had since they left the workshop. Some of them participated in the workshop 
more than 15 years ago. The regular workshop followed after the 
Mini-Symposium. During the workshop great talks were presented by Nelson Cox, 
Millicent Goldschmidt, Stan Bailey, Reginald Bennet, P.C. Vasavada, Scott 
Russell, Randy Phebus, Richard Obsert, Karl Schleifer, Ron Trewyn, and others. 

Many exciting presentations, experiments and demonstrations were presented 
by experts from industry. It was truly a wonderful interaction of academic, 
industries, and government scientists in a most intense workshop. 

Oh yes, we had a lot fun too which included the opening reception with a dance 
band, a couple of banquets, dinners, a picnic, a talent show, and a swimming pool 
farewell party. The group even spent an evening at the Fung home for a garden 
dinner party which featured a whole hog roast and some great Chinese food 
orchestrated by the Fungs and graduate students. 

All in all it was an experience not to be forgotten. 
The 21st workshop will be from July 6 to 13,2001. I hope many of you can 

come to continue the celebration with us in science, food, fun, and great 
camaraderie. 

DANIEL Y.C. FUNG 
Editor 
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